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Press Release: For Immediate Release
Greater spread of African banks make this year’s African Banker Awards Nominees Shortlist
London, 13th September –The African Banker Awards announced today its shortlist of nominees for the 2010 edition of the Awards. As a testimony to growth in all corners of the continent, this year’s competition is characterised by a more even geographical spread of financial institutions making the tough selection cut.
The most notable absentees this year are the Nigerian institutions who have undergone a tough year of restructuring and difficult trading conditions. Commenting on this year’s nominees, Publisher of African Banker magazine Omar Ben Yedder remarked, “We have this year a wider representation from French-speaking Africa, as well as East and North African banks, in particular from Egypt and Morocco. Nigerian banks have had a torrid year, but we expect them to come back bigger and stronger. Most still remain strongly capitalised and it is an important market, in terms of size and scope. Prudent policies and growing economies have seen solid performances from Egyptian and Moroccan banks, who are pursuing bold and ambitious growth plans, whilst a stronger banking sector in French-speaking Africa saw some solid performances.”

The nominees for the much sought-after African Bank of the Year are the Moroccan Attijariwafa Bank, Mali’s Bank of Africa, multinational Barclays Africa, Kenya’s Equity Bank and South Africa’s Standard Bank Group. All have a strong African footprint, providing a blueprint for other businesses, and are leading the way in terms of innovation and expanding their reach.
The esteemed accolade of African Banker of the Year will be fiercely contested. All the nominees have displayed outstanding leadership, a clear vision and have been able to steer their institutions in difficult times to continue growing and diversifying their activities and services. The list is made up of Dr. James Mwangi, MD & CEO, Equity Bank Ltd, Kenya, Mr. Martin Oduor-Otieno, Group CEO, Kenya Commercial Bank, and Mr. Henri-Claude Oyima, MD, BGFIBank, Gabon, Mr. Arnold Ekpe, Group CEO, Ecobank Transnational Inc. and Mr. Adan Mohamed, MD for Kenya and Regional MD for East and West Africa, Barclays Bank of Kenya. 
The Best Local Bank category returns for its second run, featuring Banco Internacional de Moçambique (BIM), Banque Internationale Arabe de Tunisie (BIAT), First Bank of Nigeria, Tanzania’s National Bank of Commerce, and Stanbic Bank, Zimbabwe. Introduced last year after the Awards Committee’s annual review, this category ensures the Awards’ continued relevance to the African banking and finance industry. The Best Local Bank prize accords recognition to banks with primarily only country-wide operations, who nevertheless provide access to crucial financial services while contributing to the development of their operating country’s banking and finance system by having instituted global best practices. 
Commenting on the other categories Anver Versi, Editor, African Banker, “It is heartening to see that microfinance has really taken off on the continent, catering to the needs of those at the bottom of the pyramid usually neglected by traditional financial institutions. On the other end of the spectrum, private equity provides crucial lifelines to development projects that suffer from financing gaps. These institutions rightly deserve to take their place alongside the best and brightest of the traditional financing sector.”
Now in its 4th run, the African Banker Awards is organised by African Banker magazine and IC Events. It is a landmark event taking place every year during the IMF/World Bank Annual Meetings, and brings together over 300 key industry players and top government officials from Africa and around the world to honour the achievements of companies and individuals who have contributed significantly to the reform, modernisation and expansion of the continent’s banking and financial system, driving Africa’s sustained economic growth in the process.
A distinguished and independent panel of judges, known and respected for their expertise on the African banking and finance industry, will decide on the final winners of each award. The judges for this year’s Awards are Ms. Koosum Kalyan, Chairman, EdgoMerap Pty. Ltd. (London), Mr. Nkosana Moyo, Vice President & Chief Operating Officer, African Development Bank, Mr. Christopher Hartland-Peel, Head of Africa Equity Research, Exotix, Mr. Alain Le Noir, CEO, Finances Sans Frontieres, and Mr. Aissa Hidoussi, CEO, Best Lease (Tunis).
The African Banker Awards 2010 are sponsored by Afrexim Bank and the Nedbank-Ecobank Alliance, and supported by the African Development Bank. Partners are the US-based Corporate Council of Africa (CCA) and BusinessinAfrica Events. 
The winners will be revealed at a gala dinner and Awards Ceremony at the Willard Intercontinental Hotel in Washington DC on Friday, 8th October.

Nominees 2010

African Bank of the Year
· Attijariwafa Bank, Morocco
· Bank of Africa, Mali
· Barclays Africa 

· Equity Bank Ltd, Kenya
· Standard Bank Group, South Africa

Best Local Bank of the Year

· Banco Internacional de Moçambique (BIM) S.A., Mozambique

· Banque Internationale Arabe de Tunisie (BIAT), Tunisia

· First Bank of Nigeria, Nigeria 
· National Bank of Commerce Limited, Tanzania

· Stanbic Bank, Zimbabwe 
African Banker of the Year
· Mr. Arnold Ekpe, Group Chief Executive Officer, Ecobank Transnational Inc., Togo

· Mr. Adan Mohamed, MD Kenya and Regional MD for East and West Africa, Barclays Bank of Kenya, Kenya

· Dr James Mwangi, Managing Director & CEO, Equity Bank Ltd, Kenya

· Mr. Martin Oduor-Otieno, KCB Group Chief Executive, Kenya Commercial Bank (KCB), Kenya

· Mr. Henri-Claude Oyima, Managing Director, BGFIBank, Gabon
Investment Fund/Private Equity Fund of the Year
· Actis LLP

· Citadel Capital, Egypt

· Coronation Fund Managers Limited, South Africa
· Emerging Capital Partners (ECP)

· Transcentury Ltd., Kenya
Socially Responsible Bank of the Year
· Access Bank Plc, Nigeria

· EFG-Hermes Foundation, Egypt 

· Fidelity Bank, Nigeria
· Nedbank Group Limited, South Africa

· Swaziland Development and Savings Bank (SwaziBank), Swaziland

Most Innovative Bank of the Year

· Absa, South Africa

· BIAO Côte d’Ivoire, Côte d’Ivoire

· Citi Bank

· Kenya Commercial Bank (KCB), Kenya
· Nedbank - Ecobank Alliance, Togo and South Africa
Microfinance Institution of the Year
· Amhara Credit and Saving Institution (ACSI), Ethiopia
· BRAC Uganda Microfinance Ltd., Uganda  

· Equity Bank Ltd, Kenya
· First Microfinance Foundation, Egypt

· National Bank for Development, Egypt

Deal of the Year
· Africa Finance Corporation – Main One Cable Project, Nigeria
· Citadel Capital – Egyptian Refining Company, Egypt
· EFG-Hermes Investment Bank – Juhayna IPO, Egypt

· Rand Merchant Bank –Aquarius Platinum Ltd, South Africa  
· Standard Bank – Mercedes Benz, South Africa
Best Issuing House

· First Bank Nigeria Capital Ltd, Nigeria

· Renaissance Capital, Kenya
· Stanbic IBTC Bank Plc, Nigeria
Investment Bank of the Year
· EFG-Hermes Investment Bank, Egypt 
· First Bank Nigeria Capital Ltd., Nigeria

· Rand Merchant Bank (RMB), South Africa
· Renaissance Capital, Kenya
· Stanbic IBTC Bank Plc –Standard Bank, Nigeria/ South Africa
The following awards will be chosen by the Advisory Committee:

· Best Development Bank in Africa
· Best Global Bank in Africa

· Finance Minister of the Year

· Central Bank Governor of the Year

· Lifetime Achievement Award

-END- 
About the African Banker magazine

African Banker is the only pan-African magazine dedicated to banking in the continent. Launched in 2007, African Banker reflects Africa’s rapidly growing finance and banking sectors. African Banker is published in French and in English to comprehensively cover the entire continent. It has become an essential tool of the people and institutions who pull the strings of Africa’s banking and finance industries. In line with its commitment to banking in Africa, African Banker organises the African Banker Awards to reward the people and financial institutions that are making a big impact on improving the banking industry in Africa. 

About IC Events – IC Publications

IC Publications (www.africasia.com) has over 50 years experience in publishing magazines, newsletters, country supplements, industry reports and market intelligence on Africa and the Middle East. Our market leading titles (African Business, African Banker, New African The Middle East and New African Woman) are published in both English and French, with a combined global readership of over 2 million.
IC Events (www.ic-events.net) was established to complement IC Publication’s publishing arm. Together with its dedicated team of specialists and extensive network of contacts, IC Events tailors innovative forums, roundtables and workshops responding to the most pressing issues in Africa and the Middle East. IC Events’ activities are 100% results-driven, bringing together major stakeholders and partners involved in the topics tackled to achieve concrete action plans. 
About BusinessinAfrica Events (BIAE)

BIAE is a leading UK based business communication company specialising in live events, public relations, media relations and reputation management for corporate clients, regulatory agencies and governments with a focus on Africa. 

Contact 

Anna Rosenberg

Head, Research and Development
IC Publications – IC Events 

Tel: +44 (0) 207 841 3237

Email: a.rosenberg@africasia.com
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