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Africa-Turkey Investment
Forum Concept
In 2011, Turkey’s exports to Africa reached 10.3 billion dollars, with an increase of 390% since 2003,
while imports from Africa grew by 163% reaching 3.3 billion dollars. Similarly, Turkish overall investments in the continent are worth over 5 billion dollars and Turkey is today one of Africa’s top 5
partners along with China, India, Brazil, and Korea.
Turkish products are generally considered by African consumers to be more
affordable than European products and of
better quality than those made in China.
While the manufacturing sector is one
of the strongest areas in which African-Turkish joint ventures are flourishing, trade and investment, agri-business,
infrastructure, construction, energy,
transport, automotives, ICT, and tourism
are also cooperation-intensive fields.
Following the Arab Uprisings in 2011,
Turkish Prime Minister Erdogan toured
North Africa accompanied by 300 Turkish businessmen, leading to an estimated
$850 million worth of contracts being
signed in Egypt alone. Similarly, a mutual
investment agreement between Turkey
and Cameroon was signed and will push
trade volumes from $153m to $500m in
the next four years. Turkish investments
have also been scaling up in a number
of countries in East Africa confirming
Turkey’s growing role as a key economic
partner in both North and Sub-Saharan
Africa.
Bank Asya, Turkey’s leading participation bank, has recently signed a strategic
cooperation agreement with the Islamic
Corporation for the Development of the
Private Sector (ICD), a subsidiary of the
Islamic Development Bank, to operate
across Africa. Turkish banks’ interest
in the growing Islamic financial sector
in Africa has been rising; while Islamic
banks seek to take advantage of the large
African Muslim populations by offering
Shariah-compliant products and services,
Islamic banking is also becoming increasingly popular among non-Muslims as a
form of ethical banking. Ankara’s new,
more assertive foreign policy is aimed at
expanding Turkish influence, pursuing
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Turkey has recently opened
15 new embassies across
Africa, reaching over 20
diplomatic missions in the
continent.
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Turkish overall investments
in the continent are worth over
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new economic interests, and diversifying
diplomatic relations with emerging powers outside Europe.
The last decade has witnessed a radical
transformation of Turkey’s trade and
diplomatic relations with Africa. Turkish
relations with the African continent have
deepened since the end of the 1990’s
through a number of trade agreements,
mutual diplomatic visits and partnership
declarations. However, Turkey’s foreign
policy towards Africa is not conducted
merely on the economic front but encompasses a number of aspects ranging
from humanitarian aid, through technical and project assistance, to fight against
diseases.
Turkey has been declared a ‘strategic
partner’ of Africa by the African Union
and accepted as a non-regional member of the African Development Bank.
Through some of its African embassies, Ankara was also accredited to the
Economic Community of West African
States (ECOWAS) and the East African
Community (EAC). In this context,
Turkey has recently opened 15 new
embassies across Africa, reaching over 20
diplomatic missions in the continent.
Turkey’s new commitment to the
African region has undoubtedly encouraged the Turkish private sector to pursue
business opportunities in the continent.
Organisations such as the Confederation
of Businessmen and Industrialists of
Turkey are witnessing an unprecedented
interest by both large companies and
small-medium enterprises in entering
this profitable market. However, a large
portion of the investment and business
opportunities available in the continent
still remains unknown and untapped.
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With this in mind, the Africa-Turkey
Investment Forum aims at creating a
niche platform for African and Turkish investors alike to engage one-toone with key ministerial and private
sector decision-makers to accelerate
new investment ventures.

why attend
• Learn about the state and
dynamics of African-Turkish
economic and trade relations;
• Explore investment and business
opportunities across the African
continent;
• Explore trade opportunities
for both African and Turkish
companies;
• Discuss challenges of doing
business in Africa, including
sector and market-specific
challenges;
• Discuss how to strengthen
African-Turkish trade and
investment;
• Investors meet regulators: explore
what investors are looking for
and what they require from
governments;
• Discuss what role regional
economic communities can play
to create a conducive investment
and business climate;
• Understand the main barriers to
expanding trade and investments
(finance, regulations, risks,
infrastructure and logistics);
• Join a platform that will to
showcase and tap into investment
and business opportunities;
• Benefit from a unique networking
platform;
• Formulate and communicate
action plans;
• Contribute to the development of
African-Turkish economic and
trade relations.

who should
attend
• African and Turkish Ministers and
senior government officials
• Central bank Governors
• Private sector leaders
• Banks and other financial
institutions
• Financiers and Investors
• Development Financial
Institutions
• Regional Economic Communities
• Multilateral Organisations
• Business and Trade Associations
• Legal advisors
• Risk advisors
• Consultants

why sponsor
Sponsoring this Forum offers
wide-ranging benefits, giving your
institution a unique platform at the
conference, as well as through our
publications African Business, New
African and African Banker, enhancing your corporate profile to influential participants. Our dedicated team
will work closely with the sponsors to
tailor their involvement in the summit and maximise media exposure.

networking
opportunities
Sponsors will benefit from networking opportunities with government
officials, current and potential
investors, private sector companies,
intergovernmental and multilateral
organisations, consultancies and advisory firms, and other stakeholders,
including high level speakers. Opportunities for scheduled or impromptu
meetings are also available and can
be facilitated in line with sponsors’
objectives.

Exposure & Visibility: Pre, during and post-event
marketing exposure is offered across bespoke Diamond,
Platinum, Gold and Silver packages. At the event,
sponsors will benefit from branding and signage featuring
corporate logos displayed prominently. Post event
communication with delegates and the wider business
community will include sponsor logos. Sponsors will also
benefit from extensive media coverage in our business
and current affairs magazines African Banker, African
Business, and New African, as well as from international
media covering the event.

